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1569, when he was still at Merchant Taylors' School. They are
some verse trs. from Marot and Du Bellay printed in a little vol.
called A Theatre wherein be represented as wel the miseries and calamities
that follow the voluptuous worldlings as also the greate jojes and pleasures
which thefaithfull do enjoy. Rev. versions of some of the poems in this
collection were included by Spenser in his Complaints of 1591.
W, J. B. Penaar contributed a discussion of this vol. to R.E.S.,
VIII, 1926. Spenser's first great work, the book that marks his
appearance before the public as the "new Poete", was The Shep-
heardes Calender, Conteyning twelve Aeglogues proportionable to the
Twelve monethes which appeared in 1579 with the famous prefatory
epistle to Gabriel Harvey and commentary by E.K. A second ed.
appeared in 1581, and a third in 1586. Its popularity is shown by
the fact that it continued to be rptd. up to 1597. There are many
modern edd. Among the best are the photographic facs. pub.
for the Spenser Society in 1890, ed. H. Oskar Sommer; the very
valuable ed. of C. H. Herford, pub. Macmillan (1895) and
W. L. Renwick's excellent ed. pub. the Scholartis Press (1930).
J. J. Higginson contributed a Study of Spenser* s Shepherd" s Calender in
relation to Contemporary Affairs to C.S.E. (1912). The first part
of Spenser's great unfinished epic. The Faerie Queene, con-
sists of the first three books -pub. W. Ponsonbie in 1590.
In 1596 Ponsonbie pub. a second ed. of this vol. and also The
Second Part of the Faerie Queene containing the fourth, fifth and sixth
bookes. In 1609 a folio ed. was pub. containing Books I-VI an4 the
noble fragment of Book VII called Two Cantos of Mutabilitie, which
now appeared for the first time. No other separate ed. of The
Faerie Queene appeared till 1751. There have been numerous rpts.
since then. The standard modern text is that ed. J. C. Smith
(O.U.P. 2 vols.). Spenser pub. six other vols. of verse. They are
(i) Daphnaida an Elegie on the death of the noble and vertuous Douglas
Howard, 1591 (2) Complaints containing sundrie small Poems of the
World^s Vanitie also pub. in 1591. This vol. includes The Ruines of
Time, The Tears of the Muses, the charming Virgils Gnat and
Muiopotmos (with title page dated 1590) and the great verse
satire Mother Hubberd's Tale. (3) The delightful record of his inter-
course with Ralegh and his visit to London in 1589-90 called
Colin Clouts Come Home Againe (1595). With this poem Spenser
also pub. a collection of elegies on his friend Sidney including his
own AstropheL (4) The sequence of love sonnets called Amoretti
with the great marriage hymn on his own wedding Epithalamion
(1595). (5) The philosophic poems called Foure Hymnes (1596).
(6) The marriage ode for the ladies Elizabeth and Katherine
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